Brian Orser: A Canadian
Skating Legend

Brian Orser stands as one of Canada's most celebrated figure skating
icons, whose influence spans generations of the sport. An Olympic
medallist who transitioned into one of the world's most successful
coaches, Orser has shaped figure skating's evolution for over four
decades.

His unparalleled technical precision, calm demeanour, and artistic
sensibility have made him not only a champion in his own right, but a
mentor to some of the sport's greatest talents including Olympic gold
medallists Yuzuru Hanyu and Kim Yuna.




Early Life and Roots

1 Birth

Born on 18 December 1961 in Belleville, Ontario, as the
youngest of five children in a close-knit Canadian family.

2 Childhood

Grew up in the small lakeside town of Penetanguishene, where
winter sports were a way of life for local families.

3 First Steps on Ice

Initially began skating as part of hockey training, but his natural
grace and aptitude quickly shifted his focus to figure skating.

The young Orser showed remarkable dedication to his craft from an early age,
often practicing before dawn at the local rink. His family made significant
sacrifices to support his budding talent, driving long distances for training and
competitions.




Rise to National Promise

Discovery

@ Talented young Orser was discovered by renowned coach Doug Leigh, who immediately recognised his
extraordinary potential on the ice.

Junior Champion

@ Claimed the Canadian junior national championship in 1979, establishing himself as the country's most promising
young talent.

Technical Breakthrough

i} Became the first junior skater to successfully land the notoriously difficult triple Axel jump in competition, signalling
his technical prowess.

During this formative period, Orser demonstrated not only technical ability but also remarkable artistic sensitivity and musicality.
His coaches noted his exceptional work ethic and ability to perform under pressure — qualities that would define his entire career.



Technical Precision and the Triple Axel

Technical Mastery

<> Perfect execution and extraordinary height on jumps

Consistent Excellence

i~
Reliable performance under competition pressure
Triple Axel Signature
I

First skater to land this complex jump at the Olympics

The triple Axel — figure skating's most difficult triple jump — became synonymous with Orser's name. Unlike other triple jumps, the Axel
requires taking off from a forward position, making it technically more challenging.

Orser's execution of this jump set new standards in the sport. His ability to perform it with seemingly effortless grace whilst maintaining
textbook technique made him a technical pioneer in international figure skating.



Senior International Debut

8 6

Canadian Titles Years
Consecutive national championships from Of consistent podium finishes at every major
1981-1988 competition

3

World Medals

Before his first Olympic appearance

Orser's dominance of Canadian men's figure skating throughout the 1980s was unparalleled.
He represented a new generation of male skaters who combined athletic prowess with artistic
sensitivity.

His consistency at major international competitions established Canada as a powerhouse in
men's figure skating. Each performance demonstrated remarkable technical skill whilst
pushing the boundaries of artistic expression within the sport.




1984 Olympic Silver: Sarajevo

Silver Medal

Historic Triple Axel Captured the silver medal, finishing

Olympic Debut Successfully landed the first triple Axel  behind only American Scott Hamilton

First Olympic appearance ever performed at an Olympic in a highly competitive field of skaters.
representing Canada at the Sarajevo competition, cementing his place in
Winter Games, carrying high skating history.

expectations from his nation.

The 1984 Sarajevo Olympics introduced Orser to the global sporting audience. His historic triple Axel and silver medal
performance elevated his status as a serious contender for future Olympic gold.

Whilst narrowly missing the top spot on the podium, Orser's technical brilliance and artistic interpretation made him an
instant favourite with skating fans worldwide and provided motivation for his continued competitive journey.



1987: World Champion

World Title

Captured the World Championship in
Cincinnati, defeating American rival Brian
Boitano.

Career Peak

Reached the pinnacle of his competitive
career after years of dedication.
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Technical Milestone

First skater to successfully land two triple
Axels in a single free skate program.

Perfect Season

Completed an undefeated competitive season
leading up to the World Championships.

The 1987 World Championship represented the culmination of Orser's technical and artistic development. His groundbreaking

achievement of landing two triple Axels in a single programme pushed the boundaries of men's figure skating.

This victory established him as the favourite heading into the 1988 Calgary Olympics. The world title served as validation of his years of

dedication and positioned him as the man to beat on home ice at the upcoming Games.



"Battle of the Brians": Calgary 1988

Olympic Showdown National Pride Heartbreaking Margin

The highly anticipated "Battle of the Orser was selected as Canada's flag- After an extraordinary competition, Orser
Brians" became one of the most famous  bearer for the opening ceremony, earned silver by the slimmest of margins
rivalries in Winter Olympic history, highlighting his status as the host —just 0.10 points separated him from
capturing global attention. nation's greatest medal hope. Boitano's gold medal performance.

The 1988 Olympic showdown between Orser and American Brian Boitano remains one of figure skating's most iconic moments.
The media frenzy surrounding the two skaters created unprecedented attention for the sport.



Artistry and Programme Desigh

Jd Musical Interpretation

Renowned for his ability to express the emotional nuances of music through

movement, bringing classical compositions to life on ice.

@ Dramatic Presence

Combined technical precision with theatrical elements, creating memorable
performances that resonated with audiences and judges alike.

B Artistic Innovation

Pushed boundaries by incorporating complex choreographic sequences and
transitions that showcased versatility beyond jump elements.

R¥ Programme Complexity

Developed routines with sophisticated structure and pacing, creating complete artistic

narratives that built to emotional climaxes.

Orser's programmes were distinguished by their seamless blend of technical elements and
artistic expression. His work with choreographers like Sandra Bezic and Michael Seibert
elevated skating programmes to new levels of artistic sophistication.




Retirement from Competition

Professional Transition Final Amateur Remarkable
Turned professional in 1988 FERTATENEE Consistency
following his Olympic silver medal, Competed at the 1988 World From 1983 to 1988, Orser never
embarking on a new chapter in his Championships, where he earned placed lower than second in any
skating career away from the silver and received three perfect international competition,
competitive circuit. 6.0 scores for artistic impression, demonstrating extraordinary

a fitting conclusion to his consistency at the highest level.

competitive career.
Orser's decision to retire from amateur competition came at the peak of his abilities. His final competitive performances
showcased a skater at the height of his powers, with technical mastery and artistic maturity fully realized.

The transition marked the end of an era in men's figure skating, but Orser would soon demonstrate that his contributions
to the sport were far from complete. His legacy as a competitor had been firmly established.



Professional Skating and Shows

Orser's professional career spanned nearly two decades, primarily with the prestigious Stars on Ice tour. His performances continued to showcase the technical precision and

artistic sensitivity that had defined his competitive career, but with newfound creative freedom.

His television special "Carmen on Ice," co-starring Katarina Witt and Brian Boitano, earned an Emmy Award and demonstrated skating's potential as dramatic entertainment.
As both performer and producer, Orser helped elevate professional skating productions to new artistic heights whilst maintaining the sport's technical integrity.



Order of
Canada

Received Canada's
highest civilian honour
for his outstanding
contributions to figure

Order of Ontario

Awarded the provincial
honour in recognition of
his excellence and
achievements both on
and off the ice.

Awards and National Recoghnition

Canadian
Sports Hall of
Fame

Inducted in recognition
of his exceptional
athletic achievements

skating and and contributions to
representation of Canadian sporting

Canadian values. history.

Brian Orser
Arena

Honoured with a
namesake ice arena in
Oirillia, Ontario,
cementing his legacy in
Canadian skating
infrastructure.

These honours reflect Orser's status as a Canadian sporting icon whose influence extends far
beyond his competitive achievements. His embodiment of grace under pressure and dedication to
excellence resonated with Canadians across the country.




Cocaching Transition

Retirement from performing

Concluded his professional skating career after nearly two decades of shows

Full-time coaching

Transitioned to coaching exclusively in 2007

Toronto Cricket Club

gH

Appointed Skating Director at the prestigious facility

Orser's shift to coaching alongside former ice dance champion Tracy Wilson marked a significant new chapter in his skating career. The Toronto
Cricket, Skating and Curling Club quickly became a destination for elite skaters seeking world-class instruction.

Drawing on his own experiences as a competitive athlete, Orser developed a coaching philosophy that balanced technical precision with artistic
development. His approach attracted ambitious skaters from around the world looking to benefit from his unique perspective as both a
champion and performer.



Mentoring Olympic Champions: Kim Yuna

Coaching Milestones with Kim

2009 World Championship gold medal

» 2010 Olympic gold medal in Vancouver with a record-breaking score
» Developed Kim's trademark consistency under pressure

« Enhanced her artistic interpretation and programme composition

» Provided calm guidance during high-stakes competitions

Orser's partnership with South Korean skater Kim Yuna began in 2006 and
represented his first major coaching success. Working alongside
choreographers David Wilson and Shae-Lynn Bourne, Orser helped transform
Kim from a technically proficient jumper into a complete artist on ice.

Orser's coaching was characterized by his calm, methodical approach that helped Kim manage the immense pressure of representing South Korea on the

international stage. Their partnership culminated in her flawless performance at the 2010 Vancouver Olympics, where she set a world record score that stood until
the judging system changed.



Mentoring Olympic Champions: Yuzuru Hanyu

2,400

1,600+

800

1
Olympic Gold (Sochi) World Championship  Grand Prix Final ~ World Championship  Olympic Gold...

Orser's coaching relationship with Japanese superstar Yuzuru Hanyu began in 2012 and resulted in one of the most successful partnerships in figure skating history. Under Orser's
guidance, Hanyu became the first male skater in 66 years to win back-to-back Olympic gold medals.

Their work together emphasized performance psychology, mental training, and visualization techniques. Orser helped Hanyu overcome injuries and performance anxiety whilst nurturing his

unique artistic vision and technical innovation.



Working with Javier Ferndndez and Others

Javier Ferndndez

Evgenia Medvedeva

Guided the Spanish skater to Olympic Worked with the two-time World Champion
bronze (2018), two World Championships
(2015, 2016), and six consecutive

European titles, establishing Spain as a

and Olympic silver medallist from Russia
during a crucial career transition, helping
refine her artistic approach.

figure skating nation.
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PROFESSIONAL
SKIN CARE

International Training Hub

Established the Cricket Club as an elite
training centre with skaters from over a
dozen countries, creating a diverse and
supportive training environment.

Orser's work with Spain's Javier Fernandez proved particularly significant, as he helped develop the first male skater from Spain to win

World and European championships. This demonstrated Orser's ability to nurture talent regardless of a country's skating tradition.



Coaching Philosophy and Values

Technical Excellence

Emphasizes precise technique as the
foundation for consistent performance under
pressure

Holistic Approach

Considers the complete athlete—physical,
psychological, and personal growth
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Emotional Intelligence

Develops skaters' self-awareness and ability to
manage competition stress

Artistic Development

Encourages personal expression and
emotional connection with music

Orser's coaching philosophy is characterized by a calm, methodical approach that builds skaters' confidence through careful preparation.
Drawing from his own competitive experiences, he created training environments where athletes feel supported whilst being pushed to achieve

their potential.

Central to his coaching is the belief that technical precision and artistic expression must develop in tandem. This balanced approach has proven

particularly effective for skaters transitioning from juniors to senior competition, where artistic impression becomes increasingly important.



Impact on Modern Figure Skating

Technical Standards

Orser raised the technical bar for men's figure skating during
his competitive career, particularly through his mastery of the
triple Axel. As a coach, he has continued pushing technical
boundaries, supporting Hanyu's historic quadruple jumps.

His methodical approach to jump technique has influenced
training methods worldwide, with emphasis on proper air
position and consistent execution under pressure.

Artistic Vision

As both competitor and coach, Orser championed the
Importance of artistic expression alongside technical
elements. His programmes featured sophisticated
choreography and emotional depth when many men focused
primarily on jumps.

His coaching emphasizes personal interpretation and
connection to music, helping skaters develop distinct artistic
identities rather than conforming to generic standards.

Perhaps Orser's greatest contribution has been demonstrating that technical excellence and artistic expression need not be
opposing forces. His integrated approach has helped shape modern figure skating's evolution, where the highest scores now

require both jump mastery and compelling performance quality.



Personal Life and Influences

& Family Life s¢ LGBTQ+ Advocacy
Married to Rajesh Tiwari, maintaining a private Became an important role model for inclusivity in
personal life despite his public career and sport after publicly coming out in 1998, helping
international coaching profile. create more accepting environments for athletes.
(@ Global Perspective [E] Inspirational Influence
Working with skaters from diverse backgrounds has His journey from small-town Canada to international
shaped his worldview and coaching approach, acclaim continues inspiring young skaters to pursue
embracing different cultural approaches to the sport. their dreams regardless of their starting point.

Throughout his career, Orser has maintained a dignified private life whilst using his platform to advocate for greater
inclusivity in figure skating. His personal journey has informed his coaching, particularly his emphasis on creating training

environments where athletes feel safe to express their authentic selves.



Brian Orser's Enduring Legacy

Global lcon

W Shaping skating's future across continents

Mentor to Champions

Guiding multiple skaters to Olympic gold

Competitive Excellence

K

Triple Axel pioneer and Olympic medallist

Brian Orser's journey from small-town Canadian boy to international skating icon represents one of the sport's most remarkable stories.
From pioneering the triple Axel to coaching multiple Olympic champions, his influence spans generations and continents.

His legacy encompasses both technical innovation and artistic excellence, and his coaching success with skaters from diverse nations
has helped globalise elite figure skating. Above all, Orser's grace under pressure—both as competitor and coach—has established him
as one of skating's most revered figures and a true Canadian sporting legend.



