
Brian Orser: Legendary 
Coach & Skater
From Olympic medalist to transformative coach, Brian Orser has shaped figure 

skating across generations. His journey represents excellence both on and off 

the ice.
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Early Life and 
Discovery

1 Birth
Born December 18, 1961, in Belleville, Ontario as the youngest of 

five children.

2 Childhood
Raised in Penetanguishene, a small town in Ontario's cottage 

country.

3 First Steps
Initially joined skating lessons to improve his hockey skills.

4 Talent Spotted
Coach Doug Leigh recognized his exceptional potential and began 

specialized training.



Rise in Canadian Figure Skating

1979
Junior Champion

Won his first Canadian national junior title

8
National Titles

Consecutive Canadian championships from 

1981-1988

1
Record Holder

Most consecutive national men's titles in 

Canadian history



Pioneering the Triple 
Axel

Early Achievement
First in world to land triple axel in his age group (1979).

Signature Move
Made the triple axel his trademark element through consistency and 

height.

Olympic History
First man to successfully land triple axel at Olympics (Sarajevo 

1984).



Olympic Medal Performances
1984 Sarajevo
Won silver medal despite trailing after compulsory figures.

Made Olympic history with his triple axel jump.

Delivered an emotional free skate that captivated audiences.

1988 Calgary
Carried Canadian flag during opening ceremony.

Competed in home country under immense pressure.

Secured silver in one of skating's most memorable showdowns.



"Battle of the Brians" 3 
1988 Olympics

Historic Rivalry
Intensely publicized competition between Brian Orser and Brian Boitano 

captivated global audiences.

Media Sensation
Unprecedented coverage transformed the event into sports drama that 

transcended figure skating.

Razor-Thin Margin
Final scores separated by just 0.1 points, creating one of sports' most 

memorable nail-biters.



World Champion and Global Acclaim

1987 World Title
Captured gold at the World Figure 

Skating Championships in Cincinnati.

Multiple Podiums
Secured medals at four consecutive 

World Championships.

Artistic Excellence
Renowned for combining technical 

precision with emotional performance.

International 
Recognition

Became one of skating's most respected 

and recognizable figures.



Transition to 
Professional Skating

1
Olympic Retirement
Left competitive skating after 1988 Calgary Olympics.

2
Professional Tours
Joined Stars on Ice and other premier skating showcases.

3
Television Specials
Featured in numerous televised performances and skating galas.

4
20-Year Career
Maintained professional skating presence for nearly two decades.



Beginning a Coaching Legacy

Elite Coach
Developed reputation for producing champions

Building a Team
Assembled world-class coaching support staff

Prestigious Base
Toronto Cricket Skating & Curling Club became his 

headquarters



Coaching Olympic 
Champions: Yuna Kim

Technical Excellence
Refined Kim's jumps and spins to achieve maximum point potential under 

the new scoring system.

Artistic Development
Enhanced her performance quality and emotional connection with 

audiences and judges.

Historic Achievement
Guided her to gold medal at 2010 Vancouver Olympics with record-

breaking scores.

Cultural Impact
Helped elevate Korean figure skating to international prominence through 

their partnership.



Coaching Olympic Champions: Yuzuru 
Hanyu

Technical Innovation
Developed Hanyu's quadruple jumps to unprecedented consistency and quality.

Olympic Dominance
Guided Hanyu to back-to-back Olympic gold medals in 2014 and 2018.



Coaching Other Notable Champions

Javier Fernández
Two-time World Champion (2015, 2016) 

and Olympic bronze medalist (2018) 

from Spain.

Canadian Stars
Coached numerous Canadian 

champions including Nam Nguyen and 

Elizabeth Manley.

Russian Talents
Worked with Evgenia Medvedeva, helping 

her transition and development.

Global Influence
Attracted elite skaters from around the 

world to train at his Toronto base.



Orser's Coaching Philosophy

Technical-Artistic Balance
Emphasizes both jump technique and performance quality

Mental Strength
Develops psychological resilience and competitive mindset

Athlete Well-Being
Prioritizes health, balance, and long-term development

Individualized Approach
Tailors training to each skater's unique abilities and personality



Honors and Lasting Legacy

Orser's contributions have been recognized with numerous honors including Officer of the Order of Canada, induction into multiple Halls 

of Fame, and lifetime achievement awards.



Conclusion: Enduring 
Impact

Historic 
Competitor
Revolutionized men's 

figure skating with 

technical innovation and 

artistic expression.

Transformati
ve Coach
Developed multiple 

Olympic champions and 

world medalists across 

different countries.

Global 
Ambassador
Elevated the sport's 

profile through his 

performances, coaching, 

and mentorship.

Lasting 
Legacy
Continues shaping 

figure skating's future 

through his coaching 

philosophy and 

methods.


